
one might not think that bas-
ketball and political lobbying 
go hand - in -hand, Jess has 
built relationships by playing 
in an annual charity basketball 
game and competing in a rec-
reational league. He not only 
stays in shape by playing 
hoops, but he interacts on the 
court with several business 
and Congressional profession-
als. ñBasketball is my golf!ò 
states Jess. Additionally, being 
on the MCC Student Senate 
sparked his passion for politics 
and policy. Representing the 
student body by managing a 
budget, planning events, and 
carrying out special projects at 
MCC was very similar to the 
work he currently does for 
thousands of ranchers and 
small businesses. As a devel-
oping Montana leader, busi-
ness owner, and rancher, Jess 
Peterson will continue on his 
successful route as an out-
standing Miles Community 
College alumni testimonial 
for future students to ñStart 
HereéGo Anywhere.ò  (Jess 
Peterson is a 2002 graduate 
of Miles Community College)  

By Carol Hudson  

If you happen to be travel-
ing in Washington D.C. 
and see a tall, young man 
with a big black western 
hat and an infectious grin 
waving down a taxi, you 
may have just seen Miles 
Community College alum-
nus Jess Peterson! Jess is 
a fifth generation rancher 
and Montana native who 
grew up near Roberts. 
After graduating from Red 
Lodge High School, he 
headed to Miles Commu-
nity College to ñstart hereò 
on his career pathway of 
the future. So how does a 
Montana boy end up in the 
nationôs capital? Jess has 
pursued his passion to 
keep rural America strong 
and competitive and a 
lifelong dream to represent 
agriculture and small busi-
nesses as the Director of 
Government Relations for 
the US Cattlemenôs Asso-
ciation. He is also the 
president of Western Skies 
Strategies (WSS), a self -
started company that 
represents and monitors 

legislative interests for a 
growing number of agri-
cultural, business, and 
academic clients. He 
serves as spokesperson 
for various membership 
groups, frequently ap-
pearing on national media 
forums and industry pan-
els representing member 
concerns and interests. In 
addition, Jess manages a 
cow -calf operation near 
Miles City. Playing an ac-
tive role in ranch opera-
tion management keeps 
Peterson familiar with the 
needs and values of 
American agriculture and 
rural communities.  

Jess credits many of his 
career successes to the 
excellent education and 
strong relationships he 
had at MCC. Peterson was 
also very involved in extra
-curricular activities as an 
MCC student and encour-
ages future students to be 
active. He played on the 
basketball team and was 
involved in student dorm 
council and student gov-
ernment. Even though 
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Thought for  

the Day:  
 

It is every man's ob-

ligation to put back 

into the world at 

least the equivalent 

of what he takes 

out of it.  

 

 

Albert Einstein 
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Neary Announces Resignation...Effective Dec. 17th  

By Ted Stein  

Miles Community College 
head menôs basketball 
coach Shawn Neary has 
been hired for the same 
position at Gillette College 
(WY).   Neary, who is cur-
rently in his 13 th  season as 
the head coach of the Pio-
neers, will resign from 
Miles Community College 
at the end of this fall se-
mester and will begin im-
mediately building the 
program at Gillette Col-
lege.  

Neary will be building the 
program from scratch as 
Gillette College begins to 
prepare for their first sea-

son of college basketball 
in 2009 -2010 and will 
compete in NJCAA Re-
gion IX   

ñShawn has contributed 
a lot to MCC over the 
past 13 years. We ap-
preciate all that he has 
done for the college,ò 
said Miles Community 
College President Stefani 
Hicswa.   She also added, 
ñstarting up a new pro-
gram is a career oppor-
tunity of a lifetime. We 
wish he and his family 
the best in Gillette.ò  

Coach Neary just re-
cently won his 200 th  
game as the head coach 

at Miles Community Col-
lege and is the all - time 
wins leader in Pioneer 
basketball history and 
the first coach in the 
history of the program to 
get 200 wins.  

Miles Community College 
has begun the search to 
find a new head coach. 
In the mean time, Coach 
Nearyôs assistant for the 
last five years and cur-
rent head womenôs 
coach, Lindsay Woolley 
will assist in the period 
of transition between 
coaches.  

 

 

 



Coach Connors Scholarship. The 

scholarship will be awarded annually 

and will be used to attract out-

standing student -athletes to the Miles 

Community College menôs basketball 

program. Any donation toward the 

scholarship would be greatly appreci-

ated .  

With the blessing of the Connors 

family, The Pioneer Club and Miles 

Community College feel this is a 

unique and honorable way to remem-

ber Coach Connors.  Please contact 

Athletic Director, Rob Bishop, if you 

have any questions  at 874-6169. 

Dan Connors was the Menôs Bas-

ketball Coach at Miles Community 

College for 18 years (1974 -

1993). He dedicated his life to 

family and athletics. Coach Con-

nors was a valuable asset to 

many people during his tenure at 

Miles Community College, giving 

young men the opportunity to 

play college basketball and em-

bark on their college careers. 

Coach Connors left a lasting im-

pression and touched many lives 

in such a positive way.  

Out of honor and respect, the 

Pioneer Club is establishing the 

MCC Intercollegiate Athletic Programs  

Coach Connors Scholarship  

who pay for it, and point to several 

problems that give publishers control 

over the market.   

Finding the means to purchase text-

books is a big concern for students 

attending institutions. One in six 

chose not to enroll in or dropped a 

class because of the cost of text-

books.  If you would like to donate to 

the athletic department to help our 

athletes defray some of the text book 

costs, please contact the Endowment 

Office at 874 -6288.  

 

Book Scholarships for our Athletes  

There is consensus that textbooks 

have become a prohibitive cost for 

community college students, prevent-

ing access and hampering student 

success.  Students nationally now 

spend an average of $900 per year 

on textbooks ðThese same studies 

report that textbook costs have been 

increasing at four times the rate of 

inflation .   The common reasons for 

escalating textbook costs seems to be 

that the textbook market is often 

comparable to the pharmaceutical 

industry where those who ñprescribeò 

the product are different than those 

This year Miles Community 

College has the pleasure of 

hosting approximately 115 

athletes in its numerous pro-

grams.  MCC currently has 

such programs as Women's 

Volleyball, Men's & Womenôs 

Golf, Menôs & Womenôs Bas-

ketball, Baseball and Rodeo.  

We here at Miles Community 

College understand the im-

portance of athletics to pro-

viding a quality college ex-

perience.  Our student -

athletes offer a special talent 

that improves our visibility 

and raises the level of popu-

larity of MCC among future 

attendees.  We not only strive 

for a competitive program but 

a winning program.  

The Pioneer Club is the official 

support group for MCC athlet-

ics.  The Pioneer Club, for-

merly known as the Quarter 

Century Club, was originally 

formed to help boost the ath-

letic programs.  PC is com-

mitted to the intellectual, 

cultural and social develop-

ment of all student athletes.  

MCC is currently in the midst 

of their basketball season.  

Join us at the gym or visit our 

website at mccpioneers.com 

to find out all the latest Pio-

neer sports results or when 

the next sports event is 

scheduled.  
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Agri -Equine Complex  

Total Goal: $700,000  

 

 

 

First Target: $150,000 

Current Total Collected:  

$48,260 

Phase 1 is Complete!  
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